



% A *^J? / 




// 


///* / h*i^r tl S&-0£-CS , , _ 

if £ Aa^ -J- ^ f^^fr 

;. ^ >~4-r 

Vi /L^^r ~r 

V, » ,^r ft— -^ w ’ 


// 


4? / 






III 


J^f- 
ftJ~ 
n, 

q 'Czi'^ ^ 


/i_, . 


y)/> W- 


xfpaawvo+^j 

^ ft, 

)Jf 


^ v. fa> 



— — — / - v ^ ^ 

<&(*'" <u~^> &* b** '>^-s *— ■- * " 

?\V ^ 

XI// A * - “ ■— 




4—«*v ? 


/U^f ^Lc^C^, J, 



I 







H 4 *A ' 

I 1 J ^ ^ i „ 

■ ; i. ... ^ ^ 


■B 


<*hn-nrt« 


fcyU. w 




ujr 

* h ' * Y~lst* U V. 


/' ' ■’ 


r ••* h-— • ; / • 

V ' , . ?i. A A 


k-h - (> )\ <-, , > / V/y; ^ -t r O 



,-f 

I 


. 


/ ' ■ ■•.;■' f ,j/ Vj—> • a*; 

: ’ & 1 
i li"' K roA*' ) ' ; 

! 


l/v-* 


V 

£o 






a* erf 

1 

1 >*U A-vh ► (' ■ 














-'S 


It* — 

I . >/« o 


^•1 





4 -a -> •, * •#, / ,„.; /c^.-x-' 

fis* \ Jr.nU> , &} Jr^ is'-''* l / O •(■£ 

lyi/* Ajftjfr/jtsu. ' -J*° * 1 '* Oi ■ e^f-^ - * •* ^ ' 

dj /•'”•>.• n^vr.>£t ; ti_. :• •>■' «-w * Ay- ‘W C*o ..<;•- 




<V-’ ft • ,1’jt^ 


kj j_ Ur, . r ; . 


fi£t V. ? £- > 

I ^ \ » 

$ - / 1 •-/ ^ ' -' v / ■ ' . ♦wr> ^ ; ' /6- ^ 

I ' ■ <y • > C .; >-*r v • r: Z-- • . 


' t 


. 

. 

* r. L . \ £» 







4 * /t V- 7 >4/‘ '■ / ] n< ^ J j 

■ — :. , ^ 









CONTENTS 


PREFACE 

INTRODUCTION 

The Pasis of National Strength 
1 On knowledge 

ii Letters, knowledge and Virtue 
ill knowledge, Reason 6 Rebellion 

iv New & Old Conceptions of knowledge 

v Education 4 fulness oi Jife/ 

vi knowledge in Liteiry Form 

■' * i ' r -o-i-~ ■*.' 

vii The Montessorl System 

II 

A Liberal Education in Theory 

i Concerning cnildren as Persons 

ii Self-education 

iii Three Educational Idylls 

1 v The Principles £ Wording 01 the Parents' Union 
School 

vTwo Ideals £ a Danger 

vi A iiberai Education 

vii The Parents' T 'nion School at tor* 

C Message to the Children oi the P#0*8* 

viii The Beading Habit £ a fide Curriculum 

ix The Equipment oi Boys £ <JirU*-Opinions 1 Frincipl 

x Moral Instruct! on f Dir ect £ Indirect 




xl The Effect of Bible Knowledge on a Child 

xii Education v. Vocation C Trop de TMe ) 

xiii What does the war mean to us? 
jtiv The War & the Children 

■xvi The Chiei 2nd oi ‘Education 

fa . 

XV? Wouen mu sf Weep 


III 

A liberal Education in practice 

Jx 1 •’! A 








"U HD IKS” 

A LIBERAL EDUCATION. 

"All knowledge for ell men". 

-COBfiCiUS 


"Books, wo -enow, 

Are a substantial world, both pur© £ good* 

Round which, with tendtiis strong as flesh & bftood. 
Our pastime & our happiness will grow*" 
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PREFACE. » J ’./ 

It would seem a far cry from "Undine" to" a liberal education" 

but there is a point of contact between the two*as 44*e & 

& 

soul ®f a sea-maiden awflKe within rrex at the touch of love, 

- — —3—^ * 

so I have to tell of the awakening of a 'gefteul soul 1 at 
the touch of Knowledge* Two years ago the 'soul 1 of 
a class of forty children in a village^awoKe simultan- 
eously at this magic touch £ has remained awa»c@. fe 
know that religion can awaken souls, that lo e m&Kes a new 
man, that the cail of a vocation may do it, & in the ages 
of the Eenalssance man's souls, the general sou K aw owe to 
know 1 edge j but, notwithstanding the pleasantness attending 

K, 

lessons % marks in all our schools, 1 believe the ardour 
for Knowledge in the children of this mining village 
is a phenomenon that indicates new ^possibilities, It 
may be that the souls 01 ail children are waiting for 
the call of Knowledge to awaken them to delightiul living* 
This is how Mrs Petrie Steinth&i who nas been the nappy 
instigator of the movement writes,- "Thia< ox tne meaning 
of this in the lives ox the tfchl ldren,diselpi ined lives, <£ 
no lawless strikes, justice, % an end to class warfare, 
developed intellects t no market for trashy & corrupt 
literature. We shall ,or rather they *wi 1 1 t 1 i ve in a 
redeemed world." This was written in a moment oi enthusiasm 
on hearing that the Countv Council of the Vest Riding had 


* V 


O 


accepted a certain scheme of worse for tala pioneer schools 
enthusiasm sees the fields already white to har7est f but 
Indeed the event is liaely to Justify high expectations. 

No doubt children are very welWtauifet & very 
happy in their lessons as things are, & this waa especially 
true of the school in question! yet both teachers & 
children find an immeasureable difference between the 
casual interest aroused by marxs /pleasing lessons £ 
other school devices & the sort of steady avidity for Know- 
ledge that^^es^fith the awakened soul. The children have 
converted the^ Inspectors! 'and the English I #f said one of 
these in astonishment as he listened to their long* ^taphfe, 
dramatic relat ions o a what they haa heard. Tne -B cincation- -> 
the Coun y Council have watched the experiment 
with singular II Loral i ty -X care 
-haip^. 



The possibility of drying this iioortant 
experiment is due as I have said tm Mrs Petrie $telnthai 

who has for many years held a voitiniary art cifls s for tha- 

• > 

School-oistresses/^In this wa, /sha has been 


^ — i n inis way gw** y^*e to secure 

the int e rest of a number oi tedchers in a scheme in which 
she has had ardent faith. Mt/s Steinthal nm my able and 
earnest co^a jutor some thirty years ago in/fhe founding of 
the Parents T National Educational Uni on Society which has 
afforded scope for work 1^4 out 00 a iayfe scale the experiment 
described in this volume* 4 through \A last rum on tali ty 
e have been able to /leaven the country pretty freely wjth 



educational thought 4 purpo^d" on the lines of Pean Colet’s 
prayer for ,'St.Faul 's Schodl,- 'Pray for the children to 
prosper ini good life 4 £«od literature.'' 

In Vthe course of a quarter or a century we/ 
have had thousands of, children in our schools (hone & 


tically a 


& pursuits as nake for happy 5 useful living. 
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the^growUg-up with such principles 


the Horn Mrs Franklin 
has been -the n 


very pulse of the machine" 


May ! here iay a word of gratitude to the large 
company of fellow woryers who have made tipis wont possible » 
ft more especially to the Hon.Org. Sec. of \he Society, 

who for more than d score oi years 

has given 

? /v 1 ' ^ ' 

ooreHal ft i-ntell^4sfent sympathy^ aaflbiwwf!^ 

w^hains tinted ft wMl-dtrected effort t ^ every branch- of-^: 
to Mi^s Parish, our genera] /Secretary {herself 
an old student );i1ie Executive Commit t§& ft the Committees 
of the variou 

Hfte to tha/k ©at* Presldents | the ilarqui s ft Marchioness oi 
Aberdeen* /indeed^ Lady Aberdeen’s/ question as to how the 
counsels /of perfection contained in Home Eoueatlon couid 
be effecn 


House of 
students 
ft parenl 


ted, led indirectly to the est&bl lament of the 
Vacation ft the parents' Union School^ the former 
of this Collet ft a very large number of teachers 
s>in fact a Ijsfrge company oi zealous co-workers who 
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carry out the practical iot< claim my warm gra/titude. 

I should /like, too, to offer my affectionate 

i grateful acknowl edgments to Hi3s F.C.A.Wil Hams who 

as Vice-E-rineipal oi /the House of Education endues the 

students with those atinciples upon which the /movement 

depends, t to Miss sJ (itching who in her office oi Secreiarv 

has given most intelAigentyabie % generous co-operation 

in all the work of the Parents’ Union Scboo/, indeed ail the 

staff of the College are able co-aajutors, 

Bishep 5 MW/BdW *( the late) Mrs Boyd Cairp enter, too, 

have given steady help to the Union as ha's a former Chief 

InspectorV, the Rev C.H.Parez, for some years Examiner to 

the College | : aiyong tnese no longer with us I should liite to 

mention what owe to the -incomparably personality, 

•AH eotioijftte /inter eat % always ready befp oi Mrs Dallas 

Yorke, t to /the enthusiasm educational height t coralal 

friendship /of Mr T.G, Rooper ' But indeed I must 

apologise /to the general reader for /including this long list 

of names jin a book which, seeing thyr I am an oiq woman, 

probably /of fers my last opportunity for making grateful 

acknowledgements for much sympathy S valuable co-operation* 

L-_ -I am glad of ty£s opportunity to make 

these ac/ftow-teagmenta before describing some results of a 

&Q?emen£_jihich depend a aoon me f r iy co-im i\< era* 

Q , * * L 

Eemorp s an i ol 1 ow 1 ag ail li n u a a a 1 

course in publishing specimens oi the osteal nation wor* ox 


a score orJtwo o£ chi, 


) bat 
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it la not possible in any otaer way to ojtni.it tne results 

of the theory *- practice I aavooatWHe, Perr.&BB 

fa 

‘education* woala >e-*ke gair^ej, it it were not the general 
custom to conduct^ school work in camera^, a3 lt 1 j, teac h g ra - 
^ parents arej.n the dark, with onl,y 3uch Knowledge 01 what 
la being done,, as is to be obtaineh from the lists published 
by evamliing bodies. 

I should litce to add that #a have no 
"are to grind" i the public good is our sole object, 5 I shall til 
describe in a concluding note to this volume how easily 
what seen to be exclusive methods may be made available in 

-alfi school^. 




The cnapters wn . cn i o u o n u a aar tn e- n-eaa i-a-gi - 


TTh; 


;*«= a asis Ox National Strength” have appeared 

as a series oi letters £n the Educational Supplement of 
&5.I1M a, 5_ja*a_th« n&tPily conceived tiilkHi/Milf ti+hra 
as well a3 the general/ title to the Editor/. 

The chapters under’ the heading^ bi " A liberal education in 
“theory" have appeared from time to tipe in the P arents * 
Re view & most of them have been read/at annual conferences 

of the Parents/ jfalon. / 

r unofiT t hfl heading ai "A libera] education in 
practice" is contributed by children in the Parents * 

Union School; fr - a complete set oi answers 
sent in by one cJi4rki in ddKd eaSti— ^^iass 01 the school t -V (t>) 
a ten stray answers iroia tne other aemberuPaTZEc^iitf.eri^lass, 
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de#4-fH»«cr to reader to f orm 30me idea or~the 
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PREFACE 


It would seem a far cry from "Undine" Ac "a liberal 
education", but there is a point of contact between the twoi 
as the soul of a sea-maiden awoke within her at the touch 
of lore, so I have to tell of the awakening of a 'general 
soul' at the touch of Knowledge. Two years ago the' soul' 
of a class of forty children in a village school awoitej, 
simultaneously at «< this magic touch 4 has regained awake, 

'•Me Know that religion 

7L 

can awake souls , that love marcea a new man* that the call of 
a vocation tsuay do it, £ In the ages of the Renaissance 
men's souls, the general soul, awoke to Knowledge; but not- 
withstanding the pleasantness attending lessons & marxa in 
all our schools, I believe the ardour for Knowledge 
in the children of this mteg village is a phenomenon that 
indicates new possibili ties- 

It may be that the souls of all children are waiting for 
the call of knowledge to awaxen them to delightful living* 

/ This is how Mrs Petrie Steinthal who has been the happy 
instigator oi the movement writes,- "Thin* oi the meaning 
of this in the lives of the chi ldren,di scipilned lives, 

£ no lawless strides, justice, an end to class warfare, 
developed intellects s no market for trashy 6t and corrupt 
literature* We shall, or rather they will live in a 
redeemed world,” This was written in a moment of enthu- 
siasm on hearing that the County Council of the West 
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*Ctf> /frc*vi(.44-\ 


Riding had accepted a certain scheme oi wors for this pioneer 

/ -v, y }* /a/J^qa. ; / "> 

school i She sees tne fields already white to harvest^but indeed 
the event is lively to justify high expectations. 

No doubt/! children are very well- 
taught £ very happy in their lessons as things are, and 


*b 




this was especially true oi the school in que3tioniyet 
both teachers t children find an immeasureable difference 
between the casual Interest aroused by manes', taR-tn-: lessons , & 
other school devices £ the sett of steady avidity for Know- 
ledge that cones with the awakened soul. The cnlldren have 
converted the Inspectors; "and the EnglishSf said one of 
these in astonishment' a* he listened to their long, graphic, 
dramatic relations oi what they had he&ra. The Education 
Committee of the County Council have watched the experiment 
with singular liberality & care t -them aifordea flnincial 
help. 

The possibility of trying this Important experiment ia 
due \as I havetaidji to Mrs Petrie Steinthal who has for 
mapy years held a voluntary art class for the School- 
mistresses. In this way she has been able to secure the 
interest of a number of teachers in a scheme in wnich she has 
V( . had ardent faith.. 

'krs Steinthal wa3 my able and earnest co-adjutor some 
thirty years ago in the founding of the Parents' National 
Educational Union, a Society wnich has a. forded scope for 


working out aa a lar:e scaie the experiaent described in tnis 

uc- / , ,. ■* . , f e-<«' 

vollme* . la have been able to leaven the country pretty 
freely with educational thought & purpose on the lines of 


1 fbtvi /f/|| 


Bean Oolet’s prayer for ^reTy—sobo-tar of St Paul's Sciiool^ 
"Pray for the children to prosper In good lire & good 
literature," 

In the course of a quarter ol a century MW/MWttti&t 
ff/fMWrW we have had aaay aany thousand., children 


in our schoolsC (home 5 other), practically ail oi then growing 


up with such orlnclples £ pursuits as X^ifddf should 
sake for happy £ useful living. 


ii mm h it it i» it ii it it it it it net fTttntm ntfiiii 11 


May I here say a wora of gratitude to the large 
company of fellow workers who hare made this work possible, 4 


.especially to the Ion. Or*, Sec, of the Society »Yhe Eoih Mrs 

. » * u ■ ■ Wj ** H/v*! bW'. 9 «Y ^A/XfX) 

Frans 11 Hi who for a quarter of a century has, glFsn cordial 


& intelligent sy moathy^ organ! sing power 'i unstinted extort, 

V r i " 4 * fQ) 

to every bran-h qa the workjUn fact, a large company of 

zealous co-workers who carr / out the practit&l work claim 


my wars gratituoe# 

1 should like »too, to o^fer my affectionate 
grateful acknowledgments to Mis F*C*A« Williams who as 
Vice-Principal of the Mouse oi Iklueation endues the students 
with those principles upon which the movement depends* & to 
Miss Ei. Iti/Xbjvry who in her oxfice of Secretary has 
given motif Intelligent able 4 generous co-operation in 
all the work of the Parents* Union School v Indeed all the 
staff of the College are able co-ad jutors. 

{f , 1 am glad or an opportunity to make ' 

, , acknowledgments before describing some results of a 

movement^ which depends upon many co-workers. 
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Biahop & Mrs Boyd Carpenter , too, have given steady nelp to the 
Union as has 4a late Chi « Inspector .the RevC.H.Parez.f - 
Sxanlner to the Ooneg#»a«ci anon* those no longer with us 
I should litfe to mention what we owe to tne incomparable 
personality k aifectionate interest i reaQyJnelp_pf Mrs 
Dallas Y or ice, * to the enthusiasm 4 cordial friendship 
of Kr T.O. Hooper indeed I am able to mention 

only a few of oar friends & I feel that 1 austV 

-apologise to the reader for 

including this long list of names in a boo* whle^seeing that 
I am an old woman .probably offers my last opportunity for 
ollax-im grateful acknowledgments for much sympathy & 
valuable co-operation* 

Perhaps an apology is due iron me 
for following an unusual course in publishing specimens 
of the examination work of a score or two of children (lot 
the term ending (Xmas 1915) bat it is not possible in any 
other way to exhbit the results of tne theory £ practice $T 
am advocating. Perhaps Education’ would be the gainer 
if it were not the general custom to conduct school wortc 
u IBICSSB££^ |as it is, teachers %. parents are in the d&rx 
with only such knowledge of what is being done as M 3 to 
be obtained from the lists published by examining bodies. 

1 should lUe to add that we have no 

axe to grind ^ the public good is our sole object t I sha*l 

describe in a concluding note to this volume now easily 

what seea^ to be the exclusive methods may be made available in 

all school a * V \* 
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